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Washington Traffic Safety Exposure Data, 1976-2006
Population, Registered Vehicles, Licensed Drivers, and Travel Miles
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üTickets and collisions proportionately 
increase with traffic volume 

üCurrent volumes

Å1,300,000 + tickets

Å140,000 collision reports

üAgencies anticipate 2%-5% increase in these 

volumes year-over-year

ÅRedundant & costly data entry burden

ÅPaper forms are prone to mistakes

The Case for Increased Efficiency 



ü Research indicates significant problems:

Å10-15% of paper tickets contain significant errors (Pitt. 

Law, NY Finance Dept.)

Å11% of statewide paper collision reports are returned to 

officers for corrections 

ÅFollowing court disposition, the average delay for a 

paper citation to be received & processed by DOL is 13 

days

ÅAverage length of time for a paper collision report to be 

received and processed by WSDOT is over 60 days

More Reasons for Change

BOTTOM LINE:

Paper systems are inefficient, 

inaccurate, and costly


