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Agenda

ÅAfPak border

ÅJihad fusion

ÅYemen

ÅJihadist use of 
the internet

Threats

ÅDivergent views 
of Al-Qaeda

ÅFlight 253 
bombing 
attempt

ÅSuicide attack 
on FOB 
Chapman

Recent 
developments

ÅStrategic and 
ideological 
evolution

ÅShifting power 
dynamics

ÅRecruitment

ÅFunding

Al-Qaedaôs 
internal 
dynamics
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Jihadist terrorism ïthreats and challenges 
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ÅFusion of 
jihadist 
groups 
operating 
in the 
AfPak
border 
region
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ÅSharing of 
tactical 
knowledge  
among 
militants 
from 
different 
conflict 
zones
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ÅIncrease in 
the level of 
threat 
posed by 
Al-Qaeda 
in the 
Arabian 
Peninsula 
(AQAP)
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t ÅGreater 

use of the 
internet as 
a tool for 
ongoing 
recruitment 
and 
networking 
activities,.
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Struggle for a safe haven in AfPak

ÅAl-Qaedaôs 
efforts in AfPak
have focused 
largely on 
providing 
ideological and 
strategic support 
to local groups

Religious 
authority

ÅIntegration into a 
broader jihadist 
movement 
enables Al-
Qaeda to better-
manage 
operational 
limitations

Force 
multiplier

ÅMediation efforts 
between jihadist 
factions allows 
Al-Qaeda to 
exert influence 
on other groups 
and shape the 
AfPak security 
environment

Coalition 
builder
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Al-Qaedaôs Senior Leadership (AQSL)

In July 2009, IHS Janeôs 
Strategic Advisory Services 
(JSAS) was commissioned by 
a U.S.-based intelligence 
community client to produce a 
series of articles on AQSL.

JSAS brought together a 
range of leading Al-Qaeda 
experts to examine the full 
range of issues that are 
shaping the future direction of 
the pan-Islamic movement.


